
 
 
 

 

  
 

Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 12th February 2024 at 

7.30pm.  
 
Present  Cllr M Reilly (Chairman) Cllr C Aird, Cllr D Bennett, Cllr M Davies, Cllr D Harker, Cllr 

S Khan, Cllr S McGowan, Cllr S Shrubb, Cllr D Waters, Cllr M Wixon. 
Mrs A Reynolds (Clerk to the Council), Cllr L Fowler – WNC and one member of the 
public.   

 
 
agenda items start: 

   Action  

RPC/24/21 - To Receive and approve apologies of absence 
Cllrs Murray and Sinfield 
RESOLVED: That reasons for absences be approved. 

 

RPC/24/22 - Public session 
Issues raised by the public – None.  
Reports from Unitary Councillors – Cllr Fowler has forwarded a copy of her 
objection for the DHL planning application and advised should the parish council 
wish to use any of her reasons for objection to do so. She is also sending a copy 
to all strategic planning committee councillors. There are still outstanding matters 
with highways as DHL have used different traffic modelling to what WNC 
highways asked them to use. Cllr Fowler is questioning why this was the case 
and why they hadn't used the one asked for by Highways.  
 
Cllr Fowler is unfortunately unable to attend the appeal hearing for the 24 first 
homes on 27th February.  
 
SEND strategy has been launched, with the new SEN school at Tiffield offering 
250 new places. More Educational Psychologists have been recruited to the SEN 
service which means that less agency staff are being used. Supply is however 
still outstripping demand, with applications for EHCP being in triple figures.  
 
The new Director for Planning is now on adoption leave, which means there's an 
interim Deputy Director in place. Despite being promised that pre-planning advice 
would be re-instated in Autumn 2023, it's still not available. Cllr Fowler confirmed 
that planning are aiming to bring this service back, however there is currently no 
date for this.  

 

RPC/24/23 - Declarations of Interest 
Cllr D Bennett & Cllr S Khan – Item 44 – Cllr Bennet has a family member who 
works for Berrys and Cllr Khan volunteers at the library. 

 

RPC/24/24 - Requests for dispensation 
None 

  

RPC/24/25 - Response to issues raised in the public session 
Nothing to respond to. 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Fowler for her update. 

 

RPC/24/26 - Approval of Minutes of 8th January 2024 
RESOLVED: The minutes were signed by the chairman as a correct record of 
the meeting. 
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   Action  

RPC/24/27 - Matters arising from the Minutes - not covered elsewhere on 
the agenda (including the Parish Clerk’s report) 
The clerk advised the council that Roade has been awarded the Brian Walker 
Shield for 1st place in the villages category in the Royal British Legion 
Northamptonshire County War Memorial competition in recognition for the 
exemplary condition of the Roade War Memorial. Cllr Murray met with the 
Chairman of the Royal British Legion, Roade Branch, who presented him with the 
shield and certificate. Roade Parish Council need to arrange for the plaque on 
the shield to be engraved. 
 
Caloo have asked for confirmation as to what colour the council would like the 
new youth shelter. The council agreed that they would like the shelter to be 
green.  
 
WNC Highways have asked for confirmation that the new lighting associated with 
the Ashton Road development on Ashton Road is adopted by the parish council 
as they are issuing the final certificate for the scheme. The Clerk will check the 
number of lights originally on the Western Power plan and will bring this back to 
the next ordinary meeting of the parish council, being held on 11th March 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

RPC/24/28 - Co-opt new councillor 
RESOLVED: For the clerk to advertise to co-opt a new councillor.  

 
Clerk 

RPC/24/29 - Roade Charity 
RESOLVED: To appoint Mrs Emma Reed as trustee to Roade Charity.  

 

RPC/24/30 - Planning 
1. To consider and determine the council’s response to applications: 

a. WNS/2021/0293/SCO - Land North of the Bell Plantation, 
Towcester - DHL Application  

RESOLVED: Object – Roade Parish Council are disappointed to see that 
DHL have taken no notice to resident's objections and haven't listened to 
the consultation. The visual impact report hasn’t satisfied the questions. 
The Parish Council therefore have no option but to reiterate our previous 
reasons for objecting. 

 
b. WNS/2024/0584/TCA - Craft Cottage, 12 Church End, Roade - Fell 
tree due to disease. 

RESOLVED: To let the planning officer/tree experts make the decision. 

2. Resolve to determine attendees for the hearing meeting scheduled 
for 10am on February 27th (location to be advised) regarding the 
appeal for planning application - APP/W2845/W/23/3331742 - 24 First 
Homes, Northampton Road, Roade. 

RESOLVED: For Cllr Davies and Shrubb to attend the hearing appeal, 
the clerk will also submit the following question to the planning inspector 
and for the councillors to include this if you’re permitted to speak at the 
hearing -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllrs Davies 
& Shrubb 
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   Action  

Roade Parish Council requests that the Inspector, at this Appeal 
considers what it believes to be a fundamental question regarding this 
Application, that is  

'Whether a planning application for development of a First Homes 
Exception site, submitted under the terms of the Ministerial Statement 
of 24 May 2021 overrides and overrules the requirements of a valid 
Neighbour Development Plan, where the Plan contains a Policy (RNDP1) 
that commits to supporting development within the village confines, 
especially in circumstances where suitable sites (including at least one 
site that is in the ownership of the same landowner associated with this 
Application) were, at the time of submitting the Application (and still 
are) available for development'. 

 

RPC/24/31 - Finance 
 

1. To receive a financial report from the RFO 
The Clerk/RFO advised that the Unity trust account as of 1st February had a 
balance of £146,328.21, this included income totalling £6364.52. 
 
The Nationwide S106/Windfarm Grant account balance as of 1st February 
was £238,553.54 this included £454.04 S106 interest.  
 
The clerk confirmed that £15,929.44 had been transferred across into the 
Unity Trust account for payment for KZ8 lighting, and £945.72 for invoices for 
the library extension. 
 
The Clerk advised that income of £619.92 has been received for February 
from Roade Village Hall for emptying the dog waste bins. 
 
The Clerk updated the council that she has set up a bank transfer from 
Nationwide to Unity Trust account totaling £54,534.22 for the two invoices 
from Bourne Sports and the one from Professional Sportsturf Design for 
works to the cemetery extension (ex VAT).  

2. Spreadsheet showing breakdown of the S106/windfarm grant 
Nationwide Account 
Copy circulated prior to the meeting. 

RESOLVED: No questions or comments.  

 
3. Budget vs Spend to date 

Copy circulated prior to the meeting. 

RESOLVED: No questions or comments. 
 

4. Bill for payments and receipts; schedule to follow 

RESOLVED: The council noted the schedule of payments and 
retrospectively approved the payments for January and approved all 
payments for February.  
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   Action  

Income January 

Payee Details Amount £ 

Signomatic Refund for sign (1952) 27.88 

Amazon Refund for USA to UK plugs 10.99 

HMRC VAT Refund – 30/09/23 - 31/12/23 3491.27 

St Mary's PCC Return of unspent grant from 2022. 744.50 

Hollowells Interment at Roade Cemetery 180.00 

Roade Football Club Football field lease 1462.32 

Nationwide Building 
Society 

Interest 454.04 

 
Income 1st - 8th February 

Payee Details Amount £ 

Roade Village Hall Yearly emptying three dog waste bins  619.92 

 
Payments for February 

Payee Details Amount £ 

Yu Energy Electric bill 345.95 

Yu Energy Electric bill 43.76 

 

Payments for January  

Payee Details Amount £  

Amazon 
A4 laminating pouches & C45 
envelopes 

17.98 

Bourne Sports 

December application for work 
undertaken to the Cemetery extension 
January application for work undertaken 
to the Cemetery extension 

24605.76 
38968.10 

BT Phone & Broadband 64.74 

Court Couriers Village Technician 964.00 

Lloyds Bank Credit card fee 3.00 

Marcus Young 
Landscapes 

Emptying dog waste bins 445.08 

Mirus IT Printer ink – January 25.20 

NCALC 

Training – E-learning – Freedom of Info 
– A Reynolds & V Horton 
E-learning – Health & safety, team 
leadership & Equality, diversity & 
inclusion – V Horton 
Planning nuts and bolts – S Shrubb 

200.40 

Post Office 
Fee to collect tender letter (incorrect 
postage from supplier) 

1.50 

Professional Sportsturf 
Design 

Cemetery Extension – construction 
phase monitoring 

1867.20 

The Gardening Girls Village Technician 212.00 
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   Action  

Three Business Sims for CCTV and mobile phone 30.00 

Trade UK 
Pipe insulation wrap, blades, hooks and 
postcrete 

13.47 

Yu Energy Streetlight electricity 529.35 

A Reynolds Salary  2389.26 

Aviva Pension contribution and admin fee 231.36 

HMRC Tax and NI for January 920.75 

V Horton Salary & overtime 897.00 

 

5. Receive the internal controls councillors report and agree two 
councillors to complete the online authorisation. 

Cllr Waters acted as internal controls councillor and confirmed that all 
transactions and balances were correct. 

RESOLVED: Cllrs Davies and McGowan will authorise the online 
payments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Davies & 

McGowan 

RPC/24/32 - Updates 
Resolve to receive and note updates:  
Updates were included in the Clerks report, or draft minutes circulated prior to 
the meeting. 

1. St Mary’s Church coffee morning – update received and noted. 
2. Parking working group – update received and noted. 
3. KZ8 improvements - Winvic have advised that they are unable to patch 

up the tarmac on the KZ8 footpath as the tree roots have lifted the 
tarmac. 
RESOLVED: Cllr Waters as path warden will raise this with WNC 
Highways, and the clerk will investigate putting down a surface similar to 
that in the cemetery extension and rec.  

4. Cemetery extension – update received and noted.  
5. Community Events Committee meeting held on 20th January 2024 – 

Minutes read and noted with no comments.  
6. Finance and General Purpose Committee meeting held on 6th 

February 2024 – Minutes read and noted with no comments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Waters 
 

Clerk 

RPC/24/33 - Standing Orders 
RESOLVED: To readopt the council's Standing Orders 

 

RPC/24/34 - Financial Regulations 
RESOLVED: To readopt the council's Financial Regulations.  

 

RPC/24/35 - Risk Assessments 
1. Resolve to readopt the Health and Safety Risk Assessment 
RESOLVED: To readopt the amended Health and Safety Risk Assessment 
 
2. Resolve to readopt the Financial Risk Assessment  
RESOLVED: To readopt the Financial Risk Assessment  
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   Action  

RPC/24/36 - Small Grants Policy 
RESOLVED: To accept changes and readopt the Small Grant Policy with effect 
from 1st April 2024.  

 

RPC/24/37 - Biodiversity Policy 
RESOLVED: To adopt the Biodiversity Policy.  

 

RPC/24/38 - Spring tidy up 
RESOLVED: To arrange a spring tidy up with support from residents on the 
morning of 16th March 2024 

 
Clerk 

RPC/24/39 - IT Support and Microsoft Licences 
RESOLVED: To accept the quote from Cloudy IT for IT support and MS365 
licences from the council at a cost of £1797.60 per year. The council also 
resolved to enter into a three-year contract to take advantage of the 5% discount.  

 
 

Clerk 

RPC/24/40 - Printer 
MOTION FAILED: The council resolved to not take out the warranty cover on the 
digital components of the printer. 

 

RPC/24/41 - Website 
Three quotes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

RESOLVED: To accept the quote from Aubergine of a one off cost of £750.00 to 
build and migrate the website, and an annual cost of £199.00 for SSL Hosting 
and support and £100.00 for the domain name (domain name to be renewed 
June 2025).  

 
 
 

Clerk 

RPC/24/42 - School railings 
RESOLVED: The council were happy to accept WNC Highways' proposed 
drawings for the rail extensions outside the primary school. 

 
Clerk  

RPC/24/43 - VAS installation 
RESOLVED: To accept the quote of £360.00 for Swarco to install the solar panel 
and new VAS. 

 
Clerk 

RPC/24/44 - Library Extension 
Cllr Bennett and Cllr Khan left the room whilst the library extension was 
discussed.  

MOTION FAILED: The council are extremely concerned and frustrated that the 
S106 team at WNC have advised that the money must be used for an extension, 
yet the planning department are raising concerns about the flat roof due to the 
conservation area on the High Street. The library and extension are outside of 
the conservation area. Changing the roof will increase the costs by £10,000 – 
£20,000. It was agreed for the clerk to email Cllr Fowler who will speak to the 
assistant director at WNC. It was resolved to leave the planning application as it 
is and not amend the plans.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
Cllr Fowler 

RPC/24/45 - Post guards 
DEFER: To not accept the quote at present, and to re-visit after the new mowing 
contract is in place.  

 

RPC/24/46 - Bench.   
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   Action  

Quotes to remove the bench, purchase a new recycled material bench and repair 
the existing bench were circulated prior to the meeting,  

RESOLVED: To accept the quote to repair the bench at a cost of £345.00 as this 
was the cheapest option.   

 
Clerk 

RPC/24/47 - Bins 
1. Resolve to accept the quote to fit the new bins in the village 
RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Courteenhall to install the new bins in 
the village at a cost of £340.00. 
 
2. Resolve to purchase and install a bin by the bus shelter opposite Fox 
Covert Drive  
DEFER: It was agreed that Councillors will investigate the rubbish in the area 
and for the clerk to include on the agenda for the next ordinary meeting of the 
parish council.  

 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

All 
Councillors 

Clerk  

RPC/24/48 - Churchcroft Bollard 
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to obtain quotes to supply and install a folding metal 
bollard.  

 
Clerk 

RPC/24/49 - Correspondence requiring a comment or decision 
The Clerk advised the council that she had received an email from a resident 
raising a few concerns: 

Concern 1 - flooding outside Bailey Brooks, could be dangerous to children.  

The clerk advised that she's investigated who owns the culvert with the land 
registry but can not find any details. She has also contacted the flood team at 
WNC advising them of the concerns and potential safety issues and asked for 
assistance. 

RESPONSE: The council were happy that the clerk had contacted the flood 
team, and suggested that the resident also report on fix my street. 

 
Concern 2 – The verge outside Raisa’s shop – The resident feels that it's the 
shop's responsibility as the mess to the verge has been made by lorries 
delivering to the shop, they suggest that the owner speaks with the delivery 
companies or put posts on green  
RESPONSE: The clerk has contacted WNC previously who do not have the 
budget to repair grass verges, and they've also advised that anyone putting 
bollards on highway land will be responsible to any damage caused to vehicles 
should they hit them. The council advised that the damage could have been 
made by many vehicles and not just delivery drivers.  

 
Concern 3 – Hedges on Hyde close and Hyde Road 

RESPONSE: For the Clerk to write to residents to ask them to cut back their 
overgrown hedges. 

 
Second email from the same residents raising two more concerns: 
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   Action  

Concern 4 – Kerb before the Roade sign going out of the village on the A508 – 
worried about pedestrian safety as believe the kerb needs to be higher – one 
section of the path appears to be part of the road. 

RESPONSE: For Cllr Waters to raise with fix my street and advised that the 
resident can report it themselves. 

 
Concern 5 – 20 years ago a conifer ('Christmas tree') was planted in a garden 
and is now very tall, they are concerned that it may fall in a wind it would cause a 
lot of damage.  

RESPONSE: As this is a private matter the parish council can't get involved.  
 

RPC/24/50 - Confidential 
Resolution to close the meeting to the press and public on the grounds 
that the following item is confidential: 
Resolution passed to close the meeting to the press and public at 8.26pm 
 

The Closed session re-opened at 8.26pm 

Mowing Tender 

The Clerk confirmed that prior to the council meeting, she obtained references 
from Yardley Gobion and Deanshanger Parish Councils who were both full of 
praise and spoke extremely highly of the company and staff. 
RESOLVED: To accept recommendation from the F&GP Committee to award 
the tender to cut the grass for the next three years to – LC Hedging & Grass 
Maintenance Ltd. 
Cllr Wixon thanked the clerk for handling the tender process so well.  

 

RPC/24/51 – Close - The meeting closed at 8.30pm 
Date of next meeting: 11th March 2024  

 

agenda items e nd: 
 

Signed: _________________________ 

Date: _________________________ 
 


