
 
 

Exclusive Right of Burial in Roade Cemetery 
 

  
 

• The Exclusive Right of Burial to a grave or cremation plot in Roade Cemetery can be purchased 
either at the time of an interment or in advance to reserve a plot.  
 

• By purchasing the Exclusive Right of Burial, the purchaser does not own the land or plot itself, but 
they do have the right to say who is buried in that plot or to be buried in that plot themselves.  

 

• The owner of the Right also has the right to apply to have a memorial placed on that plot, or if 
applicable has the right to apply to have an inscription added to that memorial.  
 

• If the Right is purchased at the time of an interment, the fee will be based on whether the deceased 
qualifies for residency fees or not, but if the Right is purchased in advance, then the fees will be 
based on whether the purchaser satisfies the residency rules or not.  
 

• A Deed of Grant will be issued to the purchaser. This Deed will last for 100 years from the date it is 
issued.   
 

• Only the owner of the Exclusive Right of Burial has the aforementioned rights. Following the demise 
of the owner, no one else has the right to be buried in that plot or to apply to have a memorial or 
additional inscription added without the ownership being transferred (Transfer of Rights).  
 

• You may wish to consider multiple ownership e.g., husband/wife; husband/wife and a son/daughter; 
two or three siblings etc. As long as there is one surviving owner of the Exclusive Right of Burial 
when the plot is full (two coffins or two cremation caskets/urns as applicable) there will still be a 
living owner who has the right to place a memorial on the plot or to add an inscription to that 
memorial.  
 

• If there are multiple owners, however, they will all have an equal right to be buried in that plot until 
such time as it is full.  
 

• Also, should there be multiple ownership of Exclusive Right of Burial, any application for an 
interment or a memorial/additional inscription would need to be made by all those named on the 
Deed.  
 

• Should the Exclusive Right of Burial not be purchased until an interment is taking place, it would 
normally be expected that the surviving spouse and/or next of kin would be named as owner.  
 

• Should an interment be due to take place but the owner of Exclusive Right of Burial is deceased 
and the person being interred was not that owner, it will be necessary to arrange for the Transfer of 
Rights to take place by means of a legal process such as applying for probate or letters of 
administration before any application relating to the grave plot or memorial can be considered. This 
lengthy legal process would considerably delay opening a grave plot for an interment or placing a 
memorial on a plot but could be avoided if there is still a living owner.  
 

• It is possible to add an owner or to transfer ownership whilst the owners or sole surviving owner is 
still alive by means of completing a simple form.  
 
 

Please Note: 
As owner of the Right to a grave you are responsible for informing the Council of any change of  
address. If a problem occurs with the grave or the monument and we cannot contact you, we have  
the right to take whatever action is necessary to rectify the problem. If this involves a cost to the  
Council, this may be levied against the grave, and must be paid before any more interments can  
take place. 


